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PREFACE

Given the numerous and varied ail spill incidents that have occurred to date, it is
abundantly clear that such incidents are difficult to characterize. Therefore, a universal
assessment strategy for all incidents is inappropriate. The Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA)
recognized this fact, and the regulations implementing Natural Resource Damage Assessments
(NRDA) under the Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (OPA) provide for alogical, flexible, and
cost-effective approach that can accommodate such varied circumstances.

In accordance with OPA and the NRDA regulations under OPA, the guidance provided in
this document serves to describe the approach that trustees may apply to injury assessments. This
document does not direct the user in the selection of specific procedures (or methods) and should
be viewed only as a starting point for the design of injury assessments for NRDASs under OPA.
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